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A LETTER FROM THE EDITOR
The world-renown Covered Bazaar, also referred to as the 
Grand Bazaar, intrigues most visitors to Istanbul. A visit to the 
Bazaar is included almost in every tourist’s sightseeing program. 
Some people like to join a conducted tour to the Bazaar, some 
prefer to hire a guide and more ambitious and adventurous ones 
venture a trip to the Bazaar on their own.
This little brochure is intented to enlighten all the visitors to 
the Bazaar and to help guide those who wish to discover the 
exhotic atmosphere of the Bazaar for themselves. Plans of the 
Old Bazaar and the Spice Bazaar are also included. The Old 
Bazaar which is the main destination of the tourists, offers most 
exciting antiques and handicraft.
A visit to the Spice Bazaar is rewarding in that one can buy 
spices and nuts which are good bargains and the best quality. A 
tour of Yeni Cami (the “New” Mosque) which is next door and a 
most delicious Turkish lunch at Pandelli are extra bonuses.
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Vie Greeted Bazaar
(Kapah ('at')i)
Foreigners, while admiring the variety and charm of oriental go­
ods and wares in the shops of the Covered Bazaar, they are also 
impressed with the hospitality, friendship and salesmanship of 
the shopkeepers .Visitors drink Turkish tea served in tulip-shaped 
glasses without handles, trying not to burn their fingers; or they 
carefully sip the small fincan-a demi-tasse of Turkish coffee- 
offered to them.
The Covered Bazaar is a small city in itself. It can also be con­
sidered as a huge department store of exotic items. However, 
unlike department stores of the western world, it is only one story 
high but spread out in such a way that it houses under one roof 
66 streets, 4,400 shops, the Eski Bedesten (Old Bazaar), the San­
dal Bedesten(New Bazaar)20 hans(with 2,200 rooms)andware­
houses, one mosque, ten mesjids (little mosques), 19 fountains 
and 8 wells. In addition, a Turkish bath adjoining the Bazaar was 
built almost at the same time as the Bazaar itself and can pro - 
vide massages and hot baths.
Istanbul’s Covered Bazaar has always been the locale for the ex­
hibition of Turkish handicraft, including the very finest exam - 
pies of Turkish jewelry, carpets, embroidery, weaponry, 
brasswork, leather goods.
In order to establish a major commercial center in the city, Sul­
tan Mehmet the Conqueror ordered the construction of the Old 
Bedesten shortly after the conquest of Istanbul in 1453; follow­
ing this, the foundations were laid for the Sandal Bedesten, or 
new Bazaar, which is on the right hand side of the Nuruosmani- 
ye Gate, the most common entrance to the Covered Bazaar, 
near Bab’i Ali-istanbul’s Fleet Street. The new Bedesten was 
used as the silk market, taking its name from the heavy and 
valuable hand-woven silk material called Sandal. It is now 
used for holding auctions.
The Covered Bazaar (Interior)
rVie Covered Bazaar
After completion of the old and new Bazaars, the wealthy citi­
zens of that era fulfilled the order of the Sultan to embellish and 
reconstruct Istanbul by building shops and roads around the two 
bazaars. This huge complex is now covered with a series of 
domes supported by arches.
The Covered Bazaar is surrounded by 20 hans or inns. Origi­
nally built for the convenience of the travelling merchants, they 
all have access into the Bazaar. They are now mostly used as 
workshops and storehouses.
From without, the Covered Bazaar is a rambling unimpressive 
structure. So much that the big, fancy shops just outside the en­
trance are mistaken for the Covered Bazaar.
One must go through the Nuruosmaniye Gate to enter the ba­
zaar and once inside, it is like a dream sequence from Thousand 
and One Nights. It is overwhelming and delightfully confusing 
to see thousands of colorful items displayed in the shops and in 
street stalls. Until the 1943 fire, each street was devoted to the 
exclusive sale of specific goods such as veils, hats, turbans, 
dresses, jewels, slippers, carpets or furniture.
Slippers are one of the most attractive, typical and inexpensive 
items featured throughout the Bazaar.Silver or gold embroider­
ed velvet slippers of a dozen hues are excellent souvenirs. The 
Covered Bazaar’s endless inventory also includes leather and su­
ede coats and suit, water pipes, ancient and new Russian icons, 
Roman oil lamps, Greek coins, Crusaders’ crosses.One must see 
it to beleive it.
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Besides damage by fire, this vast city of shops was also brought 
down by earthquakes.
The fire of 1943 badly damaged the picturesque and romantic 
façade of this historical Bazaar. It now has a more modernized 
appearance.
The most interesting section of the Covered Bazaar is no doubt, 
the Eski Bedesten, or Old Bazaar, which is located more or less 
in the center of the complex. It is surrounded by five-foot thick 
walls, lined with shops, and it is covered with a roof composed 
of 15 domes. Between the walls and shops (about 100) there are 
46 warehouses.
This enclosed area is 150 by 100 feet. Its four doors open on 
to the Keseciler — Pocketbook Street, Takkeciler — Headdress 
Street, Sahaflar — Booksellers Street, Kuyumcular — Jewelers 
Street.
The original name for this area was theCevahir Bedesten or Jew­
el Bazaar as only jewelers and antique shops were inside this 
area. Now, it offers a variety of old and new items, attractive 
to tourists.
Later, when the Bazaar was enlarged, it was first called the iç 
Bedesten, or Interior Bazaar.
The shops in the center of this section had no doors; therefore, 
they were called cupboards .The merchants’goods were display­
ed in glass covered cupboards and stored in chests in the base­
ments. There are 324 dolaps or cupboards in the Old Bazaar.
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The Old Bazaar
(İç Bedesten)
HALICILAR CAD. 'JJr
Selling: Eiderdown Porcelains
Antiques Items of Tourist interest Watches
Bags Jewels (gold) Empty Shop
Carpets and Kilims Jewels (silver)
Copper Leather
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The Covered Bazaar =
(Kapalı Çarşı)
Selling:
Bags
Blue-jean garments
Block-printed material
Carpets
Clothing
Cotton
Copper Items
Eiderdowns
Electrical appliances
Furniture
Furs
Gift Items 
Jewels (gold)
Jewels (silver)
Leather garments
Linoleum
Lace
Mosquito nets
Perfumes
Shoes
Shoe soles
Slippers
Sponges
Threads, sewing material 
Towels 
T rousseaus 
Watches 
Wedding gowns
The Spice Bazaar
(Mısır Çarşısı)
Eminönü Square
Outside the Bazaar selling:
Birds and aquarium fish
Birds
Fish
Foodstuffs, groceries 
Green Groceries 
Liver 
Meat
Sausages and salami
Seeds
Others
Inside the Bazaar selling:
Clothing, sewing material, trousseaus 
Confectionnery 
Electrical appliances 
Fish and Meat 
Spices and chemicals 
Slippers and gift items 
Straw mats and baskets 
Foodstuffs 
Jewels (gold)
Meat
Nuts
Perfumes
Seeds
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Vie Covered Bazaar
This inner Bazaar,with its doorless shops,was guarded by arm­
ed sentinels.They controlled the area from the wooden gallery 
that runs around the building at the level of the windows. The 
caretaker of the Covered Bazaar was responsible for locking 
and opening the doors of the Old Bazaar.
According to Evliya Çelebi-a  famous Turkish travel writer of 
the 17th century, 70 of the most honest guards were responsible 
for the security of the Bazaar at night.The whole area was bath­
ed in candle light to help guards.
Today, the old Bazaar is closed 15 minutes before the Covered 
Bazaar so that the guards could see that there is no one left insi­
de the Inner Section. Two armed guards keep watch all night. 
A police station is located inside the Covered Bazaar for 
shopkeepers’ and tourists’ use.
Before the development of a banking industry in İstanbul about 
a century ago,the old Bazaar served as a bank depository.Peo­
ple gave in their money against a receipt to the jewelers, who 
in return invested the money with a small margin of profit. The 
Islam faith forbids excessive profits on loans.
The safe was in the Old Bazaar's basement and under the floor 
of cupboards of the Old Bazaar. Money and jewelry were put 
in and taken out in the presence of the caretaker.
In 1591, however, a quantity of money was stolen from one of 
the safes. As this was the first incident of its kind, the entire po­
pulace of Istanbul was deeply shocked. The thief, proved to be 
a clerk in one of the shops, who had access to the basement. 
As punishment, he was sentenced to death.
Jewels and Leatherware
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The Qrcered Bazeieir
The Covered Bazaar (Old Elching)
However, the Old Bedesten’s security and prestige suffered for 
some time after this incident.
Today, the Covered Bazaar is one of the most fascinating places 
for tourists to visit both for sightseeing and shopping. It is not 
only interesting to see all the colorful gold and jewelled items 
on display, but also to watch thousands of people from all over 
the world bargaining in all languages. This is a living Tower of 
Babel.
Shopping, or rather the “ negotiations” begins in a friendly at­
mosphere over a cup of tea. One must be careful not to disap­
point the shop-keepers. The art of bargaining has become sec­
ond nature to them; so, for everyone’s sake, bargaining is the 
order of the day.
All the city tours include a visit to the Bazaar which is about 
half an hour’s drive from the Istanbul Hilton.
The Covered Bazaar plan in this brochure can be of help to visi­
tors who wish to go to the Bazaar on their own.
The bazaar is open from 8:30 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. in Summer.
In Winter it is open from 8:30 a!m. to 6:30 p.m. 
except Sundays.
The locations of the Covered Bazaar & Spice Bazaar in Old Istanbul
The Sp ice Bazaar
The Spice Bazaar stands like a covered gateway to the exotic 
markets of Old Istanbul. Located north of Yeni Cami, the 
ell-shaped building is one of the main attractions for shoppers in 
the city, tourists and local residents alike. Close to 1(K) stores are 
located inside its doors, offering more than 25 different kinds of 
commodities. Another 50 stores line its outside walls.
The Spice Bazaar was built in the second half of the 
seventeenth century at the same time that Yeni Cami was 
completed. It was one of a group of buildings associated with the 
mosque; its purpose was to bring income to support the mosque. 
Even before that in Byzantine times there had been a busy market 
in that area. Venetian and Genoese merchants sold spices, herbal 
remedies and perfumes there. The old pictures show trees around 
the mosque and market, perhaps something like the courtyard 
park today.
The smells of spices and herbs are still in the air of the market. 
In the baharatcis (spice sellers) you can find saffron, cardamom, 
coriander, fennel, ginger and fenugreek along with henna, 
naphthalene, dried linden and dishcloth gourds. In a number of 
stores the sultan’s aphrodesiac, a remedy discovered for Sultan 
Ibrahim, is on sale, and no doctor’s prescription is needed!
In addition to such fascinating items, one can find dainty lace, 
expensive jewelry, quick sandwiches, children’s plastic toys, 
electrical goods, candied almonds and helva.dried goods and 
notions, wicker baskets, and bags and bags of nuts.
Pistachios whole or shelled, apricots stuffed with nuts, in 
rolled-up sheets or just plain, roasted chick peas, honey in the 
comb,succulent dates from Arabia, and peanuts shelled, salted, 
whole or raw are on sale at remarkably reasonable prices.
Cheeses made in animal skins, thick grape molasses, wide 
round sheets of half-cooked dough, strings of nuts dipped in fruit 
juice and then dried, and Turkish Delight are here along with 
colorful slippers, butchers’ stores and groceries.
There's a small mosque in the market with a hanging balcony, 
a police station, a public toilet, and a restaurant over the 
Eminönü gate where diners can watch the crowds in the square 
below.
On the north side of the bazaar, along the outer street the 
stalls of fish and fruit sellers share the row with stores selling 
cheese, liver, poultry, olives and glass chimneys for kerosene 
lamps. The coffee sellers who once dominated those stalls are 
now represented by two stores just across from the north gate.
In the southeastern angle of the ell, the flower market makes a 
colorful display throughout the seasons. Here people wanting a 
tiny cactus for their apartment or enough seeds to fill the wholesale 
vegetable market with beets and turnips come to replenish their 
gardens. Bunches of thin leeks, seedling cabbages and dry brown 
bulbs mark the end of summer. In the late spring the first red 
salvia and variegated marigolds tempt gardeners to dress up their 
home plots.
The charms which spices and herbs offer are still for sale in 
this market as they were centuries ago. Its popularity for tourists 
and long-time residents is evident in the crowds that throng its 
streets all day long as the shoppers in Istanbul know where to find 
the good bargains of the city.
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